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1. (Luke 4:18)  "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 

bring good news to the poor" 
2. (Isa 1:10) Isaiah starts off by comparing the Israel of his day with Sodom and 

Gomorrah: "Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom! Listen to the 
teaching of our God, you people of Gomorrah!"  
Then in verses 11 to 15 he mentions all of the good religious things they do – 
things required by law. 
But he ends up saying they are all worthless, not because of sexual deviance, but 
because they failed to do the things mentioned in verse 17: "learn to do good; seek 
justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow" 

3. (Ezek 16:49) "This was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had 
pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor and needy." 

4. Amos 5:24, the prophet urges: "But let justice roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream" 

a. Earlier in the same chapter in Amos, we find what the prophet is disturbed 
by: (Amos 5:11) "Therefore because you trample on the poor and take 
from them levies of grain, you have built houses of hewn stone, but you 
shall not live in them; you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall 
not drink their wine." 

b. A couple of chapter later, the prophet explains why the people of Israel 
will be taken into exile in divine punishment: (Amos 8:2-7) "He said, 
"Amos, what do you see?" And I said, "A basket of summer fruit." Then 
the LORD said to me, "The end has come upon my people Israel; I will 
never again pass them by. 3 The songs of the temple shall become wailings 
in that day," says the Lord GOD; "the dead bodies shall be many, cast out 
in every place. Be silent!" 4 Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and 
bring to ruin the poor of the land, 5 saying, "When will the new moon be 
over so that we may sell grain; and the Sabbath, so that we may offer 
wheat for sale? We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, and 
practice deceit with false balances, 6 buying the poor for silver and the 
needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat." 7 The 
LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of 
their deeds. 

5. (Isa 58:2-8) "Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if 
they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance 
of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to 
God. 3 "Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do 
not notice?" Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all 
your workers. 4 Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a 
wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 
5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the 
head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a 
day acceptable to the LORD? 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds 
of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to 
break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the 
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homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to 
hide yourself from your own kin? 8 Then your light shall break forth like the 
dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before 
you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard." 

6. (Jer 22:11, 13-17) "For thus says the LORD concerning Shallum son of King 
Josiah of Judah, who succeeded his father Josiah, … 13 Woe to him who builds his 
house by unrighteousness, and his upper rooms by injustice; who makes his 
neighbours work for nothing, and does not give them their wages; 14 who says, "I 
will build myself a spacious house with large upper rooms," and who cuts out 
windows for it, panelling it with cedar, and painting it with vermilion. 15 Are you 
a king because you compete in cedar? Did not your father eat and drink and do 
justice and righteousness? Then it was well with him. 16 He judged the cause of 
the poor and needy; then it was well. Is not this [what it means] to know me? says 
the LORD. 17 But your eyes and heart are only on your dishonest gain, for 
shedding innocent blood, and for practicing oppression and violence." 

7. (Mat 25:31-46)  "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered 
before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the 
goats at the left. 34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, you 
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I 
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in 
prison and you visited me.' 37 Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when 
was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed 
you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or 
in prison and visited you?' 40 And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just 
as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it 
to me.' 41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'You that are accursed, depart 
from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 
43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' 44 Then they also will 
answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?' 45 Then he will answer 
them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did 
not do it to me.' 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life."  

8. (Mat 5:15-16) "No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but 
on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father in heaven." 


